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[image: ]Dear Friends,

Welcome back to the first quarter 2022 William O. Lockridge Community Foundation (WOLCF) Newsletter.

I am pleased to report that we ended 2021 on a very high note with a very successful Dancing with the Scholars (DWTS XI). What was particularly gratifying is the fact that we were in-person at THEARC for the first time since November 2019 due to COVID-19. Despite the wearing of mask mandate for all, in addition to temperature tests being taken before attending the event, close to two hundred community residents, including elected officials, attended and had a great time.

The DTWS XI winners of the dance competition were Ward 7 State Board of Representative, Eboni-Rose Thompson and Tashawna Campbell, Junior at KIPPDC Legacy. Please reserve the evening of Saturday, November 19th on your calendars for DWTS XII!
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MESSAGE FROM FOUNDER/CHAIRWOMAN
The William O. Lockridge Community Foundation, founded in 2011, is a non-profit organization located in Southeast Washington, D.C. The Foundation promotes access to higher education to students in Wards 7 and 8 by offering scholarships, transportation assistance to college and international travel.
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46% of students said that their internet was always good enough to participate in all school activities.  Many students struggled with slow internet speeds and low bandwidth.
17% of teachers said that they had all the supports that they needed for virtual instructions, which was a challenge, given the quick pivot to virtual learning right before the school year started.

Source:  DC Policy Center:  2020-21 State of DC School Report



REMEMBERING THE LATE 
MARY JANE CUTHBERT 

The WOLCF was saddened to learn of the recent passing of Mary Jane Cuthbert. Born in Charleston, South Carolina, she moved to Washington, D.C. in 1967 from New York City with her husband who preceded her in death, Louis Cuthbert.

For over twenty years, Cuthbert worked for the American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE). A fierce community advocate who fought to bring economic justice, equal employment, and educational opportunities to Ward 8.  Cuthbert also served her community in numerous capacities, including as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner (ANC) for Ward 8, vice president of Executive Committee of the Ward 8 Democrats, board member of the Anacostia Community Land Trust, member of the Ward 8 Council Against Domestic Violence, and committeewoman of the D.C. Democratic State Committee. Mary was known for her BMW (Bus, Metro, Walk).  She was Ms. Congress Heights.

DID YOU KNOW?
Blunt and outspoken, she loved Ward 8 and was a strong supporter of the mission and work of the WOLCF. The legacy and contributions of Mary Jane Cuthbert will never be forgotten. The continued sincere condolences and prayers of the WOLCF are offered to the Cuthbert family.

The photo below was taken at Georgina’s, aka, Player’s Lounge, November 2019, as Mary and I celebrated our birthdays.  Mary’s birthday was on November 14th and mine birthday is November 16th.  It was the last birthday we celebrated together prior to COVID-19.
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            Although we are only four months into the year, the WOLCF continues to have a tremendous impact on Wards 7 and 8 in 2022!

First, was with the January launch of the WOLCFs U.S. Foreign Service Initiative. We are currently working with twelve local students once a month and exposing them to career options in several areas in the international arena, such as trade, African fashion, media, tourism, and diplomacy.

Second, college scholarship applications for the next academic year are now being accepted by the WOLCF. Since our founding in 2011, we have provided nearly $200,000 in scholarships to local students. The deadline for application submissions is midnight on April 29th.  The  online application  is available at https://tinyurl.com/WOLCFScholarships2022.  All applicants must either be students at a high school in Wards 7 and 8 or residents.

And third, in July, we will be taking five students to the West African nation of Benin as part of the WOLCF’s International Ambassadors Program (IAP). The students – Lockridge Ambassadors -- will spend 10 days in the predominantly French-speaking country and experience and learn about local customs, food, visit local museums, as well as meet with local Benin government officials, students, and families. Previous Lockridge Ambassadors have traveled to Ghana and Cameroon.

I hope that you will enjoy reading this newsletter and thank you for your support of the work and mission of the WOLCF in our community. With your continued support, we will continue to make a difference in the lives of our students. 

Sincerely,
[image: Black text on a white background  Description automatically generated]
Wanda D. Lockridge
Founder/Chairwoman

            


GINKGO
Ginkgo is one of the oldest tree species native to China.  Its benefits are well-researched, with studies backing its use to support cognitive functions such as recall, recognition, memory, attention, concentration, mood, and energy levels.
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VALENTINE’S DAY 2022 TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM BY WANDA LOCKRIDGE

In February, Wanda Lockridge was interviewed by The Washington Informer for the newspaper’s Valentine’s Day 2022 Show Me Love DMV Series. See the article and interview below.

https://www.washingtoninformer.com/show-me-love-dmv-wanda-lockridge-a-forever-love/
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Shortly after its conception in the Spring 2011, the WOLCF created, as a core pillar, the International Affairs Program (IAP). The goal of the IAP is to provide students in Wards 7 and 8 an opportunity to travel and develop an understanding and appreciation of international travel and cultures. The idea is to bridge the gap to learning by providing first-hand experiences that foster critical thinking, global awareness, and peace.

Last January, the WOLCF launched its U.S. Foreign Service Initiative. The program, which falls under the IAP, is designed to expose 8th, 9th, and 10th graders who live in Wards 7 and 8 or are residents to professional and nonprofessional careers options overseas with the U.S. Government and private sector, not only in Africa but around the world.

Currently, there are 12 students who meet on the last Saturday of each month at a location in Southeast Washington, D.C., for ninety minutes. The sessions, which will end in June 2022 and resume in January 2023, are interactive and are covering the following topics: International Trade, Africa Fashion, Media Exposure/Language/Culture, Tourism, Diplomacy, and Land Resources (Mining and Agriculture). 
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DANCING WITH THE SCHOLARS XI

Dancing with the Scholars (DWTS) XI was held on Saturday, November 13, 2021, at THEARC. The first in-person gathering by the WOLCF in over two years due to COVID-19 brought over 200 community residents, students, and elected officials together for an evening of entertainment for a worthy cause.

Here is the YouTube link which contains highlights of the evening: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=w8TYXXp3djQ&d=n

DWTS is the WOLCF’s annual fundraiser. The 2021-2022 student dancers, representing Ballou Senior High (Justise Wall, Sophomore), KIPPDC Legacy (TaShawna Campbell, Junior), and Friendship Collegiate, (Ja’Mya Shaw, Junior), performed with Members of the DC State Board of Education (SBOE). They were the Hon. Carlene Reid (Ward 8), the Hon. Eboni-Rose Thompson (Ward 7), and the Hon. Jessica Sutter (Ward 6).

The first-place winner was KIPPDC Legacy, followed by Ballou in second, and Friendship in third.

The Mistress of Ceremony was Britt Waters, a morning traffic reporter on 7News On your Side and a lifestyle host on Good Morning Washington. We thank our many sponsors for making DWTS. XI possible. A special shout out to the choreographers, Amanda “Coach Tia” Jackson (Ballou), Zakia “Zac” Gregory (Friendship), and Adriane Gill (KIPP DC).

DWTS XII will take place at THEARC on Saturday, November 19th.  Please mark your calendars. 

SPONSORS:
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PO Box 54012
Washington, DC 20032
202.706.7932 direct / 202.478.0499 fax
www.WilliamLockridgeCommunityFoundation.org

Board of Directors

Wanda D. Lockridge, Founder/Chairwoman
Stefan Lockridge, Vice Chairman
Linval Crosdale, Treasurer
Tori Hawkins, Secretary
Yvette Alexander
Tiffany L. Brown
Austin R. Cooper, Jr.
Haywood Donerson, III
Angela Chester Johnson
Jaren Hill Lockridge
Jacque Patterson
Tatiana Robinson
______________________________________
Announcements

2022 Scholarships Available 
Must be a graduating senior.  Must be a resident of Ward 7 or 8 or attend a Ward 7 or 8 high school.  Must submit application before deadline. Deadline is April 29th.


Upcoming Events

US Foreign Service Initiative
Awards Ceremony
Location to be determined 
June 11th

Scholarship Recipients 
Awards Ceremony
Location to be determined
June 25th

Dancing with the Scholars XII
TheARC
November 19th
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Day 1: Christopher E. Donald, Executive Director/CEO of the D.C. Housing Finance Agency


Day 2: Nancy Dalton, Head of Community Partnerships for Underserved Populations, Amazon Worldwide


Day 3: Evens Charles, Founder and Managing , Frontier Development & Hospitality Group, LLC.


Day 4: Tracye Funn, Manager of Corporate Contributions, Washington Gas


Day 5: Thomas Penny, President, Donohoe Hospitality


Day 6: Dionne Bussey-Reeder, Executive Director, Far Southeast Family Strengthening Collaborative


Day 7: A. Scott Bolden, Partner, Reed Smith LLP


Day 8: Kim R. Ford, Former President and CEO, Martha’s Table


Day 9: Ron Burke, Director of Advertising and Marketing, The Washington Informer


Day 10: Ramona Barber, Team Lead, The Barber Group


Day 11: Warner H. Session, Founder, Session Law Firm


Day 12: Gregory A, O’Dell, President and Chief Executive Officer, Events DC


Day 13: Neils Ribeir-Yemofio, Chief of External Affairs, DC Prep


Day 14: John S. Smith, Founder, Prestige Healthcare Resources


Day 15: Christopher Early, Regional Vice President, The Michaels Organization


Day 16: Cora Masters Barry, Former First Lady, District of Columbia


Day 17: Victor Hoskins, President and CEO, Fairfax Economic Development Authority


Day 18: Diane Hoskins, Co-CEO, Gensler


Day 19: Charlie Whitaker, Executive Director, Career Path DC


Day 20: Maya Martin Cadogan, Executive Director, Parents Amplifying Voices on Education 


Day 21: Donna M. Cooper, Region President, Pepco


Day 22: Kristina Noell, Executive Director, Anacostia BID


Day 23: Tom Brown, Founder, Training Grounds, Inc.


Day 24: Denise Rolark Barnes, Publisher, The Washington Informer


Day 25: Philip Pannell, Executive Director, Anacostia Coordinating Council


Day 26: Britt Waters, Lifestyle Reporter, ABC7News


Day 27: Wanda D. Lockridge, Founder/Chairwoman, WOLCF


Day 28: The late William O. Lockridge, Ward 8 Community Leader and Champion of Children
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Seniors pursuing careers in
the field of design,
including architecture,
interior design, graphic
design, urban design,
landscape design and
digital design are
encourage to apply.
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Class of

2020-2021
Scholarship
Recipients

Ali Abdul-Hakim
Sean Beach
Eniola Bolaji
Saudia Campbell
Mhlengi Famakinwa
Erin Ferguson
Amaya Fisher
Khary Harper
J'Kaila Harper
Calvin Harris
Ariel Jackson
Stephen Jefferson
Ayisha Lee

Aryn Monroe
Alyssa Oacan
Hadara Sain
Dallas Sapp
Denasia Stanley

slippery Rock University
Alabama A&M University
George Mason University

Trinity Washington University
Howard University

Lincoln University

North Carolina A&T State University
West Virginia Wesleyan

Morgan State University
Delaware State University

North Carolina Central University
North Carolina Central University
Clark Atlanta University

Ohio University

Catholic University of America
Winston Salem State University
Louisiana State University
Delaware State University
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